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(g) Active matrix display using storage capacitors. 



(57) An active matrix type image display apparatus 
which includes: a plurality of data signal lines 
(11); a plurality of scanning signal lines (12) 
crossing the plurality of data signal lines ; and a 
plurality of pixel portions disposed in a matrix in 
areas enclosed by the plurality of data signal 
lines and the plurality of scanning signal lines, 
wherein each of the plurality of pixel portions 
includes: a pixel capacitor (Cp1) for storing 
electric charge supplied from at least one of the 
plurality of data signal lines, to display an im- 
age ; storage unit (C1.C2) connected to the 
pixel capacitor; and switching unit (SW1) 
which alternately selects one of an operation for 
electrically connecting the pixel capacitor to 
the storage unit and an operation for electrically 
disconnecting the pixel capacitor from the stor- 
age unit. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention: 

The present invention relates to an image display 
apparatus such as an active matrix driving liquid crys- 
tal display apparatus. 

2. Description of the Related Art: 

As an image display apparatus, a display appa- 
ratus employing an active matrix driving mechanism 
has been known. This image display apparatus in- 
cludes a plurality of scanning signal lines and a plur- 
ality of data signal lines. Each of the scanning signal 
lines intersects respective data signal lines. Pixels 
are provided in the portions surrounded by two adja- 
cent scanning signal lines and two adjacent data sig- 
nal lines, and are arranged into a matrix pattern. 

In the case of a liquid crystal display for instance, 
as shown in Figure 23, each pixel Z comprises a tran- 
sistor TR such as a TFT (Thin Film Transistor) or an 
FET as a driving element, a pixel capacitor C P , and an 
storage capacitor Cs which is added as necessary. As 
shown in this figure, a data signal line 101 is connect- 
ed to one of the electrodes of the pixel capacitor Cp 
through the drain and source of the transistor TR. The 
gate of the transistor TR is connected to a scanning 
signal line 102, and the other electrode of the pixel ca- 
pacitor Cp (common electrode) is connected to a 
common power source line (not shown). 

The scanning signal lines 102 are connected to a 
scanning driver 104 which outputs a scanning signal. 
The data signal lines 1 01 are connected to a data driv- 
er 103 which samples an image signal and transfers 
it to the data signal lines 1 01 as a display data signal. 
The data driver 103 outputs a display data signal to 
the data scanning lines 101 for every scanning signal 
line 102 or for every pixel Z. The transistor TR is 
turned on when the scanning signal line 102 is acti- 
vated, and then, the display data transferred on the 
data signal line 101 is written in the pixel capacitor Cp 
and the storage capacitor Cs. 

A display at the pixel Z is maintained by the elec- 
tric charge written in the pixel capacitors Cp and the 
storage capacitor Cs. An alternating current drive (in- 
version driving) is required to prevent the deteriora- 
tion of the pixel capacitor Cp, or of the liquid crystal. 
When the alternating current drive is performed by a 
frame cycle, flickers of 30 Hz or 25 Hz are apparent 
though it may be different depending on the field fre- 
quencies (orf rame frequencies) of the signals. There- 
fore, it is common to perform a inversion driving, a so- 
called "frame + 1H line", in which the polarity of an 
electric charge supplied to the pixel capacitor is in- 
verted by every horizontal scanning in addition to the 
frame inversion. 

In the display apparatus requiring alternating cur- 



rent driving, such as a liquid crystal display appara- 
tus, even if the contents (information) of a displayed 
image remain unchanged, a data driver needs to sup- 
ply data signals to the data signal lines periodically for 
5 writing data in each of the pixels. This means a large 
amount of electric current is required for display. 

This type of display apparatus has been increas- 
ingly used for the displays of hand-held information 
terminals in recent years. Since these hand-held in- 
fo formation terminals are used outdoors and required to 
be driven with batteries or the like, it is preferable to 
lower their power consumption. 

To solve this problem, liquid crystal display appa- 
ratuses capable of a binary display (two-tone dis- 
15 play), which do not need to output data from a data 
driver periodically with the alternating current driving 
of the common electrode, have been proposed (Jap- 
anese Laid-Open Patent publication Nos. 58-143389 
and 59-155893). These apparatuses includes data 
20 storage means and control means within each pixel. 
The data signal output on the data signal line from the 
data driver is input to the data storage means and the 
data is stored therein. States of the control means are 
controlled with the data, and the control means sup- 
25 plies the pixel electrode with a signal as long as the 
display data remains unchanged. Moreover, a display 
apparatus capable of imperfectly performing multi- 
tone display in a similar mechanism has been also 
proposed (Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication 
30 No. 59-65879). 

However, these proposed liquid crystal display 
apparatuses are essentially for the binary display 
(two-scale display). Although Japanese Laid-Open 
Patent Publication No. 59-65879 suggests a possibii- 
35 ity for the multi-scale display, the circuit configuration 
of each pixel will become complicated and the power 
consumption can not be lowered sufficiently. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

40 

The active matrix type image display apparatus 
of this invention includes: a plurality of data signal 
lines; a plurality of scanning signal lines crossing the 
plurality of data signal lines; and a plurality of pixel 

45 portions disposed in a matrix in areas enclosed by the 
plurality of data signal lines and the plurality of scan- 
ning signal lines, wherein at least one of the plurality 
of pixel portions includes: a pixel capacitor for storing 
electric charge supplied from at least one of the plur- 

50 ality of data signal lines, to display an image; storage 
means connected to the pixel capacitor; and switch- 
ing means which alternately selects one between an 
operation for electrically connecting the pixel capac- 
itor to the storage means and an operation for electri- 

55 cally disconnecting the pixel capacitor from the stor- 
age means. 

In one embodiment of the invention, the switching 
means electrically connects at least one of the data 
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signal lines to the pixel capacitor at a predetermined 
period. 

In another embodiment of the invention, the stor- 
age means has a f irst capacitor and a second capac- 
itor. 

In another embodiment of the invention, the 
switching means receives a first control signal and a 
second control signal from at least one of the plurality 
of scanning signal lines, the switching means electri- 
cally connecting the pixel capacitor to the first capac- 
itor when the first control signal is received, and the 
switching means electrically connecting the pixel ca- 
pacitor to the second capacitor when the second con- 
trol signal is received. 

In another embodiment of the invention, the 
switching means receives both the first control signal 
and the second control signal at least once in the pre- 
determined period. 

In another embodiment of the invention, the 
switching means receives a first control signal and a 
second control signal from at least one of the plurality 
of scanning signal lines, the switching means trans- 
ferring electric charge having a positive polarity from 
the pixel capacitor to the storage means when the f irst 
control signal is received, and the switching means 
transferring electric charge having a negative polarity 
from the pixel capacitor to the storage means when 
the second control signal is received. 

In another embodiment of the invention, the 
switching means receives both the first control signal 
and the second control signal at least once in the pre- 
determined period. 

In another embodiment of the invention, the pixel 
capacitor includes a liquid crystal capacitor having liq- 
uid crystal and a pair of electrodes disposed with the 
liquid crystal interposed therebetween, and a storage 
capacitor disposed in parallel with the liquid crystal 
capacitor. 

According to another aspect of the invention, the 
active matrix type image display apparatus includes: 
a plurality of data signal lines; sampling circuits for 
supplying image signals to the plurality of data signal 
lines; a plurality of scanning signal lines crossing the 
plurality of data signal lines; and a plurality of pixel 
portions disposed in a matrix in areas enclosed by the 
plurality of data signal lines and the plurality of scan- 
ning signal lines, wherein at least one of the sampling 
circuits includes: a sampling capacitor for storing 
electric charge corresponding to the image signal; 
storage means for storing at least part of the electric 
charge stored in the sampling capacitor; and switch- 
ing means which selects one between an operation 
for supplying at least part of the electric charge stored 
in the sampling capacitor to the storage means and an 
operation for supplying at least part of the electric 
charge stored in the storage means to the sampling 
capacitor. 

In one embodiment of the invention, the storage 



means includes a first capacitor and a second capac- 
itor. 

In another embodiment of the invention, the 
switching means selects one between an operation 

5 for transferring electric charge having a positive po- 
larity between the sampling capacitor and the first ca- 
pacitor and an operation for transferring electric 
charge having a negative polarity between the sam- 
pling capacitor and the second capacitor. 

10 According to another aspect of the invention, the 

active matrix type image display apparatus includes: 
a plurality of data signal lines; a plurality of scanning 
signal lines crossing the plurality of data signal lines; 
and a plurality of pixel portions disposed in a matrix 

15 in areas enclosed by the plurality of data signal lines 
and the plurality of scanning signal lines, wherein 
each of the plurality of pixel portions includes a pixel 
capacitor for storing electric charge supplied from at 
least one of the plurality of data signal lines, to display 

20 an image, and the image display apparatus includes 
switching means which can electrically connect the 
pixel capacitor of a first pixel portion of the plurality 
of pixel portions to the pixel capacitor of a second pix- 
el portion adjacent to the first pixel portion. 

25 In one embodiment of the invention, the image 

display apparatus further includes at least one con- 
trol signal line, and the switching means electrically 
connects the pixel capacitor of the first pixel portion 
to the pixel capacitor of the second pixel portion, ac- 

30 cording to a control signal received from the control 
signal line. 

In another embodiment of the invention, the pixel 
capacitor includes a liquid crystal capacitor having liq- 
uid crystal and a pair of electrodes disposed with the 
35 liquid crystal interposed therebetween, and a storage 
capacitor disposed in parallel with the liquid crystal 
capacitor. 

According to the image displaying method of this 
invention, used in conjunction with an active matrix 

40 type image display apparatus including a plurality of 
data signal lines, and a plurality of pixel portions dis- 
posed in a matrix, each of the plurality of pixel por- 
tions having a pixel capacitor for storing electric 
charge to display an image, the method including: a 

45 first step of supplying electric charge corresponding 
to image data to a pixel capacitor of a first pixel por- 
tion of the plurality of pixel portions, via one of the 
plurality of data signal lines; a second step of supply- 
ing electric charge corresponding to image data to a 

so pixel capacitor of a second pixel portion of the plural- 
ity of pixel portions, via one of the plurality of data sig- 
nal lines: a third step of electrically connecting the pix- 
el capacitor of the first pixel portion to the pixel capac- 
itor of the second pixel portion. 

55 In one method of the invention, the first step is a 

step of supplying electric charge having a first polarity 
to the pixel capacitor of the first pixel portion, and the 
second step is a step of supplying electric charge hav- 
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ing a second polarity, which is different from the first 
polarity, to the pixel capacitor of the second pixel por- 
tion. 

According to the present invention, display data 
(electric charge) supplied to the pixel capacitor for 
display is written and stored in the storage means by 
control means (switching means). The display data 
(electric charge) stored in the storage means may be 
read by the control means and used for display once 
again. 

Display data (electric charge) provided to the 
sampling capacitor in the data driver may be written 
and stored in the storage means. The display data 
(electric charge) stored in the storage means may be 
read again into the sampling capacitor in the following 
frame and used for display. 

By connecting a plurality of pixel electrodes to 
each other in a frame, a part of an electric charge 
used at a pixel can be used to perform display at an- 
other pixel. 

According to the invention, since a part of or all 
of the data (electric charge) used for the previous dis- 
play can be reused for the following display, the power 
consumption of an apparatus can be reduced effec- 
tively. 

Thus, the invention described herein makes pos- 
sible the advantages of providing an image display 
apparatus capable of sufficiently lowering the power 
consumption. 

These and other advantages of the present in- 
vention will become apparent to those skilled in the 
art upon reading and understanding the following de- 
tailed description with reference to the accompanying 
figures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is a block diagram schematically illus- 
trating an image display apparatus according to the 
invention. 

Figure 2 is a view of an example of a liquid crystal 
display apparatus performing a frame inversion to 
which the invention is applied. 

Figures 3A and 3B are circuit diagrams of the pix- 
el portions in a case where the invention is applied to 
a configuration where a signal is provided to each pix- 
el from a plurality of scanning signal lines. 

Figures 4A and 4B are examples of the driving 
signal wave patterns used in the circuits shown in Fig- 
ures 3A and 3B. 

Figure 5 is another circuit diagram of the pixel 
portions in a case the invention is applied to a config- 
uration where a signal is provided to each pixel from 
a plurality of scanning signal lines. 

Figure 6 is an example of a signal driving wave 
pattern used in the circuit shown in Figure 5. 

Figures 7A and 7B are other circuit diagrams of 
the pixel portions in a case the invention is applied to 



a configuration where a signal is provided to each pix- 
el from a plurality of scanning signal lines. 

Figures 8A and 8B are the driving signal wave 
patterns used in the circuits shown in Figures 7A and 
5 7B, respectively. 

Figure 9 is a diagram showing a case where the 
invention is applied to a sampling circuit of a liquid 
crystal display apparatus. 

Figures 10A and 10B are diagrams showing ex- 
10 emplary constructions of a transfer switch of the sam- 
pling circuit shown in Figure 9. 

Figure 11 is a diagram showing a basic concept 
of a liquid crystal display apparatus according to an- 
other example of the invention. 
15 Figure 1 2 is a diagram for illustrating a data trans- 

fer method in a frame and line inversion drive used in 
the example of the invention. 

Figure 13 is a circuit diagram showing another ex- 
ample of the invention. 
20 Figure 14 shows exemplary driving waveforms 

used in the example shown in Figure 13. 

Figure 15 shows a modification of the example 
shown in Figure 13, and shows another exemplary 
connection of charge transfer switches. 
25 Figure 16 shows a modification of the example 

shown in Figure 13, and shows another exemplary 
connection of charge transfer switches. 

Figures 17A, 17B, and 17C show examples of a 
construction of a charge transfer switch. 
30 Figure 18 is a diagram showing an example in 

which the charge transfer is performed by each scan- 
ning signal line unit according to the invention. 

Figure 19 shows exemplary driving waveforms of 
the scanning signal lines used in the example shown 
35 in Figure 18. 

Figure 20 is a cross-sectional view showing a re- 
flection type display apparatus to which the present 
invention is applied. 

Figure 21 is a cross-sectional view showing a 
40 transmission type display apparatus to which the 
present invention is applied. 

Figure 22 is a cross-sectional view schematically 
showing the case where the invention is applied to a 
transmission type liquid crystal display apparatus. 
45 Figure 23 is a diagram showing a circuit of a con- 

ventional liquid crystal display apparatus. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

50 

The examples of the invention will be described 
referring to the accompanying drawings. 

Figure 1 is a block diagram which schematically 
illustrates an image display apparatus of the inven- 
55 tion. The image display apparatus comprises display 
means 1 having a pixel for performing display, display 
data transfer means 2 for supplying a display data sig- 
nal to the display means 1, display data signal storage 
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means 3 for accumulating (storing) the data signal 
supplied to the display means 1, control means 4 for 
controlling the display data storage means 3, and pro- 
viding the display means 1 with the data signal, and 
level correction means 5 for correcting the level of the 5 
data signal. 

In the display apparatus of the invention, a dis- 
play data signal output from the display data transfer 
means 2, such as a data driver, is transferred to the 
display means 1 ([1]). In the display apparatus, the in- 1 o 
formation (data) accumulated in the display means 1 
is refreshed during every predetermined period. For 
instance, in the case of a liquid crystal display appa- 
ratus, a pixel having liquid crystal is driven by an al- 
ternating current at a predetermined frequency. The 1 5 
information accumulated in the display means 1 is 
transferred to and accumulated in the display data 
storage means 3 based on a control signal from the 
control means 4 ([2]). Then, the data signal accumu- 
lated in the display data storage means 3 is again 20 
transferred to the display means 1 as necessary 
based on a control signal from the control means 4 
and used for display fl3]). Therefore, the display data 
signal (electric charge) supplied from the display data 
transfer means 2 to the display means 1 in the pixel 25 
portion is reused. The level correction means 5 cor- 
rects the level of a data signal when the data signal 
fluctuates or such a fluctuation is expected in the 
above-described paths [2] and [3]. There are both 
writing means and reading means in each of the paths 30 
[2] and [3]. 

In a general display apparatus, the same informa- 
tion is often displayed successively in several fields 
in a certain short period of time. This tendency is es- 
pecially common in the cases where the information 35 
processed by a computer or the like is displayed. The 
tendency is also found significant in any adjacent dis- 
play lines (scanning signal lines) on a screen. Thus, 
in the above-described image display apparatus, the 
data signal accumulated in the display data storage 40 
means 3 can be transferred to the display means 1 as 
necessary, and is used for display. The low power 
consumption is thereby attained effectively. 

Figure 2 shows an example where the invention 
is applied to an active matrix type liquid crystal dis- 45 
play apparatus which displays information with a 
frame inversion. The liquid crystal display apparatus 
comprises a plurality of data signal tines 11, which are 
also called source bus lines, connected to a data driv- 
er, and a plurality of scanning signal lines 12 connect- so 
ed to a scanning driver and intersecting the data sig- 
nal lines 11. Pixel portions are arranged in a matrix 
pattern at a plurality of regions surrounded by a plur- 
ality of data signal lines 11 and a plurality of scanning 
signal lines 12. Each of the pixel portions comprises 55 
a control switch SW1 having a switching element rep- 
resented, for instance, by a transistor, a storage ca- 
pacitor Cs1 connected to the control switch SW1, a 



liquid crystal capacitor Cp1 (as display means having 
a predetermined capacitance), a positive data holding 
capacitor C1, and a negative data holding capacitor 
C2. The liquid crystal capacitor Cp1 has a pair of elec- 
trodes for accumulating electric charge, and a liquid 
crystal material is interposed between the pair of 
electrodes. The storage capacitor Cs1 is connected 
in parallel to the liquid crystal capacitor Cp1 and used 
as an electric charge accumulation means for stabil- 
izing displayed images. The control switch SW1 is 
connected to both of the signal lines 11 and 12, and 
used for both writing means and reading means (used 
for the control means). The storage capacitor Cs1 
may be omitted. 

The above-described control switch SW1 in- 
cludes five terminals T1, T2, T3, T4, and T5. The ter- 
minal T1 is in a open state, the terminal T2 is connect- 
ed to the data signal line 11, the terminal T3 is con- 
nected to the positive data holding capacitor C1 which 
holds a positive signal, the terminal T4 is connected 
to the negative data holding capacitor C2 which holds 
a negative signal, and the terminal T5 is connected to 
the storage capacitor Cs1 and the liquid crystal ca- 
pacitor Cp1. The control switch SW1 is controlled so 
as to have any one of the following four states A, B, 
C, or D by a signal from the scanning signal line 12. 
The state of the terminal T5 being connected to the 
terminal T1 is denoted by a state A. The state where 
the terminal T5 is connected to a terminal T2 is denot- 
ed by a state B. The state where the terminal T5 is 
connected to the terminal T3 is denoted by a state C. 
The state where the terminal T5 is connected to the 
terminal T4 is denoted by a state D. 

The operation of the liquid crystal apparatus hav- 
ing the above-described configuration will be descri- 
bed referring to examples. When the state of the con- 
trol switch SW1 is at the state B, the terminal T2 is 
connected to the terminal T5 in the control switch 
SW1, and positive data on the data signal line 11 is 
written into a pixel capacitor having the storage ca- 
pacitor Cs1 and the liquid crystal capacitor Cp1. In 
the display period following the writing period, the 
state of the control switch SW1 indicates the state A, 
the terminal T5 is connected to the terminal T1, and 
the data written in the pixel capacitor during the 
above-described writing period is displayed at the liq- 
uid crystal capacitor. 

After the period of the display for the positive data 
signal, the control switch SW1 is set to the state C and 
at least a part of the data (electric charge) written in 
the pixel is transferred to the capacitor C1. 

Then, the control switch SW1 is set to the state 
B to write a negative data signal transferred on the 
data signal line 11 into the pixel capacitor. After the 
writing period, the state of the control switch is set to 
A and the display period starts. 

Next, after the display period for the negative 
data signal, the switch SW1 is set to the state D to 
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transfer the data signal (electric charge) written in the 
pixel capacitor to the negative data holding capacitor 
C2. 

When the positive data signal is displayed again, 
the control switch SW1 is set to the state C to write at 
least a part of the electric charge having been written 
in the capacitor C1 into the pixel capacitor. Thereby, 
the electric charge written in the pixel capacitor and 
the capacitor C1 are redistributed and each capacitor 
receives electric charge proportional to its capaci- 
tance ratio. As described above, since the display ele- 
ment performs an inversion drive and the electric 
charge written in the pixel capacitor and the electric 
charge written in the positive data holding capacitor 
C1 have opposite polarities from each other, the re- 
distributed electric charge is smaller than the electric 
charge stored during the previous (two fields before) 
positive data display period. Thus, when the electric 
charges necessary for the display in the current field 
are not equal to the redistributed electric charge, the 
pixel capacitor needs additional electric charging. 
This addition of electric charging is performed by set- 
ting the control switch SW1 to the state B and writing 
positive data from the data signal line 11 into the pixel 
capacitor. Because the electric charge to be written is 
only an additional amount at this time, the power con- 
sumption is significantly reduced. 

After the writing period, the control switch SW1 
is set to the state A and the display period starts. The 
control switch SW1 is again set to the state C imme- 
diately before the ending of the display period to 
transfer the data (electric charge) having written in 
the pixel capacitor to the positive data holding capac- 
itor C1. 

After the display period, a negative data is written 
into the pixel capacitor in the same manner used for 
the above-described positive data. The control switch 
SW1 is set to the state D in the first place to write the 
electric charge written in the capacitor C2 into the pix- 
el capacitor. Thereby, electric charge written in the 
pixel capacitor and electric charge written in the ca- 
pacitor C2 are redistributed and each capacitor re- 
ceives the electric charge proportional to its capaci- 
tance ratio. Since the electric charge written in the 
pixel capacitors and the electric charge written in the 
capacitor C2 have opposite polarities from each 
other, the redistributed electric charge is smaller than 
the electric charge stored during the previous (two 
fields before) negative field display period. Thus, 
when the electric charges necessary for the display 
in the current field are not equal to the redistributed 
electric charges, the pixel capacitor needs an addi- 
tional charge. This addition of an electric charge is 
performed by setting the control switch SW1 to the 
state B to write negative data from the data signal line 
11 to the pixel capacitor. Because the electric charge 
to be written is only an additional amount at this time, 
the power consumption is significantly reduced. 



After the writing period, the control switch SW1 
is set to the state A and the display period starts. The 
control switch SW1 is again set to the state D imme- 
diately before the ending of the display period to 
5 transfer the data (electric charge) written in the pixel 
capacitor to the negative data holding capacitor C2. 

By repeating series of these operations, the elec- 
tric charges to be charged and discharged at the pixel 
capacitor which are involved in the inverse driving of 
10 an image display apparatus can be reduced. The op- 
eration in which the terminal T2 is connected to the 
terminal T5 and the data signal line is thereby con- 
nected to the pixel capacitor is repeated by every f ield 
in a predetermined period. Note that the data holding 
15 times of the positive data holding capacitor C1 and 
the negative data holding capacitor C2 need to be 
equal to or longer than a period equivalent to the time 
for two fields (0.03 - 0.04 seconds) and it is not a prob- 
lem for production. Moreover, by employing a certain 
20 method, such as refreshing the data accumulated in 
the data holding capacitors C1 and C2 periodically, 
the data holding times are not limited to the f ield per- 
iod described above. 

A buffer can be provided between the storage ca- 
25 pacitor Cs1 or the liquid crystal capacitor Cp1 and the 
data holding capacitor C1 or C2. 

A data correction circuit may be also provided to 
diminish a data fluctuation in the cases where a data 
fluctuation appears when the data is transferred be- 
30 tween each of the capacitors, a leak of an electric 
charge occurs when the electric charge is held in the 
data holding capacitor or the pixel capacitor, or a leak 
of an electric charge occurs due to a switching ele- 
ment when the element is not conducting a current. 
35 Since this data correction circuit can equalize the 
data (electric charge) transferred from the data hold- 
ing capacitor C1 or C2 into the pixel capacitor with the 
electric charge during the previous (two fields before) 
data display period, if the data of the current field is 
40 similar to or hardly different from the contents of the 
previous (two field before) data, the additional elec- 
tric charge written in the data holding capacitor C1 or 
C2 need not be transferred to the pixel capacitor by 
setting the control switch to the state C or D. 
45 Although the data holding capacitors C1 and C2 

consist of capacitors, other data holding means, such 
as a memory or the like, can be used. 

Only one scanning signal line 12 which controls 
the control switch SW1 is shown in the apparatus il- 
50 lustrated in Figure 2. However, the scanning signal 
line 1 2 can consist of a plurality of lines and is not lim- 
ited to only one line. More specific examples of the 
configurations will be described later. Each state of 
the control switch SW1 does not have to be a single 
55 state. For instance, the control states of the data 
transfer from the pixel capacitor to the data holding 
capacitor C1 or C2 and the data transferf rom the data 
holding capacitor C1 or C2 to the pixel capacitor can 
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be different The transfer paths of these data trans- 
fers may be also different 

Both of the positive data holding capacitors C1 
and the negative data holding capacitor C2 are not 
necessary and only one of them may be used. Result- 
ing from this, the configuration of the control switch 
SW1 is also changed. 

The data holding capacitors C1 and C2 can be 
used as the storage capacitor Cs1. Specifically, the 
storage capacitor Cs1 is omitted and the control 
switch SW1 is maintained at the state C during the 
positive data display period and at the state D during 
the negative data display period, thereby the data 
holding capacitors C1 and C2 can perform the same 
function as the storage capacitor does. Accordingly, 
the storage capacitor element in the pixel can be omit- 
ted so that the ratio covered by liquid crystal in the pix- 
el is increased and the opening ration of an image dis- 
play apparatus can be increased. 

When data (electric charge) is transferred from 
the data holding capacitor to the pixel capacitor by 
switching the connecting of the two terminals of the 
data holding capacitor (one is connected to the pixel 
capacitor and the other is connected to a reference 
electrode, such as a common electrode) in the oppo- 
site way, the positive data holding capacitor C1 and 
the negative data holding capacitor C2 may be re- 
placed with one capacitor. At this point, the data hold- 
ing capacitor has the data signal corresponding to the 
image of one previous field which is strongly related 
to the data for the next image and the data can be re- 
versed in its polarity and written into the pixel capac- 
itor. In such a case, the data holding capacitors C1 
and C2 can be formed separately from the storage ca- 
pacitor Cs1, or the data holding capacitors can be 
used as the storage capacitor Cs1 as described 
above. 

The above-described operation does not always 
need to be repeated between the display data storage 
means and the pixel capacitor (display means). Other 
means for stopping the operation can be provided as 
necessary, such as means for stopping the operation 
by an operator from outside of the apparatus or 
means that automatically stops the operation when 
the apparatus is turned on. These changes of designs 
described above will be applied similarly to the exam- 
ples which will be described below. 

The examples, in which the control switch, the 
configuration of the pixel portion, and the scanning 
signal line of the above-described example are 
changed variously will be described referring to Fig- 
ures 3 to 8. 

The examples in which a signal for controlling 
switching means is supplied from a plurality of scan- 
ning signal lines to each of pixels will be described. 
The circuit configurations of these examples are 
shown in Figures 3A and 3B. The examples of the 
driving signal waves (potentials of each scanning sig- 



nal lines) and the potential of the liquid crystal capac- 
itor Cp1 are shown in Figures 4A and 4B. Figures 4A 
and 4B show the driving signal waves when transis- 
tors S1, S2, S3, S4, S6, and S5, S7 in the Figures 3A 
5 and 3B are n-channel types and p-channel types, re- 
spectively. 

The writing means and reading means having the 
transistors S2, S3, S4, S5, S6, and S7 are not limited 
to those shown in the figures and other configurations 
10 may be used. In such cases, the driving signal waves 
are also changed according to the respective config- 
urations. 

The example shown in Figure 3A has three scan- 
ning signal lines a, b, and c. The transistor S1 is a 

15 switch controlled by a control signal applied from the 
scanning signal line a and writes data on a data signal 
line into a liquid crystal capacitor Cp1 and a storage 
capacitor Cs1. The transistor connects the data sig- 
nal line to the pixel capacitor electrically when the 

20 control signal is applied. The transistors S2 and S3 
are switches controlled by the scanning signal lines 
b and c, respectively. The transistors S2 and S3 
transfer the data (electric charge) written in a pixel ca- 
pacitor to the data holding capacitor (capacitor) C1 or 

25 C2, and/or transfer data in a data holding capacitor C1 
or C2 to the pixel capacitor (Cs1 and Cp1) according 
to the polarity of the data. The transistor S2 electri- 
cally connects the pixel capacitor to the capacitor C1 
when a first control signal is applied from the scan- 

30 ning signal line b. The transistor S3 electrically con- 
nects the pixel capacitor to the capacitor C2 when a 
second control signal is applied from the scanning 
signal line c. 

As shown in Figure 4A, the scanning signal lines 

35 b and c are driven with pulses immediately before and 
after the display period corresponding to their respec- 
tive image polarities, and the transistors S2 and S3 
thereby become conductive. At this time, to avoid the 
electric charges from canceling each other by the 

40 shortcut between the data holding capacitors C1 and 
C2, it is preferable that the rising of the potential of 
one of the transistors S2 or S3 occurs after the failing 
of the potential of the other transistor. However, even 
if both of the rising and falling happen simultaneously, 

45 as far as the time of the short circuit is not very long, 
the effect is not negated. 

Figure 3B shows an example having two scan- 
ning signal lines a and b. In this example, a switching 
circuit provided between a pixel capacitor (Cs1 and 

so Cp1) and both data holding capacitors C1 and C2, 
comprises transistors (switches) S4, S5, S6, S7 hav- 
ing a CMOS (Complementary Metal-Oxide Semicon- 
ductor) structure and an inverter IV1. The driving sig- 
nal wave patterns on the scanning signal lines of this 

55 configuration are shown in Figure 4B. 

The operation of the example shown in Figure 3B 
will be described below. By setting a control signal 
from the scanning signal line a at a "HIGH" state (re- 
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ferred to as the "H" state hereinafter), data on the data 
signal line is transferred to the pixel capacitor (Cs1, 
Cp1). By receiving the control signal having the "H" 
state from the scanning signal line b, the transistors 
S4 and S5 become conductive. As a result, data (elec- 
tric charge) can be transferred between the pixel ca- 
pacitor (Cs1 , Cp1) and the data holding capacitor C1 . 
By receiving the control signal (a second control sig- 
nal) having a "LOW" state (referred to as the "L" state 
hereinafter) from the scanning signal line b, the tran- 
sistors S6 and S7 become conductive. When the 
scanning signal line b is set at an "HZ" (high impe- 
dance) state (where the potential of the control signal 
is lower than the threshold voltage of an n-channel 
type transistor and higher than the threshold voltage 
of a p-channel transistor), all the transistors S4, S5, 
S6 and S7 are in a non-conductive state. When the in- 
put of the inverter IV1 is at the "HZ" state, its output 
is also at the "HZ" state. 

In this example, the transistors S5 and S7 can be 
omitted. Or, the example may be also configured us- 
ing only the transistors S5, S7 and the inverter IV1 
without the transistors S4 and S6. 

Figure 5 shows a pixel portion of an example 
wherein the control signals are provided from a plur- 
ality of scanning signal lines to each of the pixel por- 
tions and the data holding capacitor is also used as 
the storage capacitor for stabilizing images. In this ex- 
ample, all the transistors S1, S2, and S3 are n-chan- 
nel types. 

In the pixel portion shown in Figure 5, the storage 
capacitor which was provided in parallel to the liquid 
crystal capacitor Cp1 is omitted, and the data holding 
capacitors C1 and C2 also function as storage capac- 
itors. In this configuration, the liquid crystal capacitor 
Cp1 is connected in parallel to the data holding capac- 
itor C1 or C2 for stabilizing images during the display 
period. The driving signal wave patterns (potentials) 
of the signal lines a, b, and c used in this example and 
the potential of the liquid crystal capacitor Cp1 are 
shown in Figure 6. 

Figures 7A and 7B show examples where a con- 
trol signal is supplied to each pixel from a plurality of 
scanning signal lines and a data holding capacitor C2 
is switched in accordance with the polarities of the im- 
age signal. The driving signal wave patterns (poten- 
tials) of scanning signal lines used in each of the ex- 
amples are shown in Figures 8A and 8B. The transis- 
tors S1 , S2, S3, S4 and S5 which are n-channel types 
are used in this example. 

Figure 7A shows an example in which a storage 
capacitor Cs1 is provided in parallel to a liquid crystal 
capacitor. In this example, the connection of the two 
terminals of a data holding capacitor are switched by 
a switching circuit provided between a data holding 
capacitor C and a pixel capacitor (Cs1 , Cp1) in accor- 
dance with the polarities of images (data signals) to 
be displayed. In accordance with the scanning signal 



lines having the signal wave patterns shown in Figure 
8A, positive data accumulated in the data holding ca- 
pacitor C is written into the pixel capacitors (Cs1 and 
Cp1) as negative data in the following field. With this 

5 configuration, the same effects attained in the exam- 
ple in Figure 3A can be obtained with one data holding 
capacitor. Compared with the example shown in Fig- 
ure 3B, the number of the transistors, which are 
switching elements, increases by two and the number 

10 of the capacitors decreases by one. In a pixel portion, 
since the area occupied by one data holding capacitor 
is larger than the area occupied by two transistors, 
the effective display region can be increased. 

Moreover, by combining the configuration of Fig- 

15 ure 5 with that of Figure 7A, a configuration where a 
data holding capacitor is also used as a storage ca- 
pacitor Cs1 can be realized as shown in Figure 7B. 
The examples of the signal driving wave patterns of 
the scanning signal lines in this configuration are 

20 shown in Figure 8B. In this example, there is only one 
capacitor in a pixel, and the region required for pro- 
viding the data holding means can be very small. 

In the examples described above, though the 
driving signals are supplied through the scanning sig- 

25 nal lines b and c from outside of the pixel arrays 
formed into a matrix, the driving signals may be gen- 
erated in each pixel by a signal applied to a single or 
a plurality of scanning signals a used for controlling 
the data transfer from the data signal line to the pixel 

30 capacitor (Cs1, Cp1). 

This invention for lowering the power consump- 
tion of the pixel portions described above, can also be 
applied to lowering the power consumption of other 
portions, such as a sampling circuit or the like. 

35 Figure 9 shows a case where the invention is ap- 

plied to a sampling circuit of a liquid crystal display ap- 
paratus. The sampling circuit is provided in a data 
driver of the display apparatus for each data signal 
line. The sampling circuit supplies an image signal 

40 such as a video signal to each data signal line. The 
sampling circuit includes a sampling switch SW2 into 
which a video signal is input The sampling switch 
SW2 is controlled by sampling signals Sp and Sp. 
The output of the sampling switch SW2 is connected 

45 to a sampling capacitor Csp1, and is further connect- 
ed to a sampling storage capacitor Csp2 and a sam- 
pling storage capacitor Csp3 via a transfer switch 
SW3 and a transfer switch SW4, respectively. A pos- 
itive signal is transferred into the sampling storage 

so capacitor Csp2, and a negative signal is transferred 
into a sampling storage capacitor Csp3. In Figure 9, 
the sampling switch SW2 is constructed by a transis- 
tor having a CMOS structure. Alternatively, the sam- 
pling switch SW2 can be constructed by either of an 

55 n-channel transistor or a p-channei transistor. Herein, 
the sampling storage capacitors correspond to the 
above-described data storage means, and the trans- 
fer switches correspond to the above-described writ- 



8 



15 



EP 0 631 271 A1 



16 



ing means and reading means. 

Next, the operation in the sampling circuit will be 
described. The operation in this case is basically sim- 
ilar to the operation for the pixel portion described 
above. 

In the sampling period, the sampling switch SW2 
is in a conductive state, so that the potential of the vid- 
eo signal (data) is written into the sampling capacitor 
Csp1. When the sampling period is terminated, the 
sampling switch SW2 becomes non-conductive. In 
the case of a line sequential scanning system which 
is called a "driver sample-hold system", for example, 
the sampled data is transferred to a succeeding 
transfer circuit after a predetermined time. In the case 
of a point sequential scanning system which is called 
a "panel sample-hold system", the sampled data is 
transferred to the data signal lines immediately after 
the sampling. 

When the transfer period is terminated, in the ap- 
paratus of the invention, at least a part of the electric 
charges stored in the sampling capacitor Csp1 is 
transferred to the storage capacitor Csp2 or Csp3 de- 
pending on the polarity of the signal charged in the 
sampling capacitor Csp1 . That is, when a positive sig- 
nal is charged in the capacitor Csp1, the electric 
charge is transferred to the sampling storage capac- 
itor Csp2 via the transfer switch SW3. When a nega- 
tive signal is charged in the capacitor Csp1, the elec- 
tric charge is transferred to the sampling storage ca- 
pacitor Csp3 via the transfer switch SW4. 

Next, the electric charges stored in the sampling 
storage capacitors Csp2 and Csp3 are transferred to 
the sampling capacitor Csp1 depending on the polar- 
ity of a video signal to be sampled, immediately be- 
fore or after the video signal is sampled. In other 
words, when the signal to be sampled by the sampling 
capacitor Csp1 has a positive polarity, the electric 
charge stored in the sampling storage capacitor Csp2 
is transferred to the sampling capacitor Csp1. When 
the signal to be sampled has a negative polarity, the 
electric charge stored in the sampling storage capac- 
itor Csp3 is transferred to the sampling capacitor 
Csp1. 

The transfer switches SW3 and SW4 may have 
such constructions as shown in Figures 1 0A and 10B. 
Figure 10A shows the case where the transfer 
switches SW4 and SW3 are constructed with an n- 
channel transistor and a p-channel transistor, respec- 
tively. In this case, a transistor TR1 is equivalent to 
the transfer switch SW4, and a transistor TR2 is 
equivalent to the transfer switch SW3. Figure 10B 
shows the case where the transfer switches SW3 and 
SW4 are constructed by CMOS switches. Transistors 
TR3 and TR4 are equivalent to the transfer switch 
SW4, and transistors TR5 and TR6 are equivalent to 
the transfer switch SW3. In these cases, a switch con- 
trol signal for controlling the ON/OFF states of the 
transfer switches SW3 and SW4 can have one of 



three values, i.e., an H-state, an L-state, and a high- 
impedance HZ state. When the switch control signal 
is in the L-state, the transfer switch SW3 becomes 
conductive. When the switch control signal is in the 

5 H-state, the transfer switch SW4 becomes conduc- 
tive. When the switch control signal is in the HZ-state, 
both of the transfer switches SW3 and SW4 become 
non-conductive (in an OFF state). In the case of Fig- 
ure 1 0B, an inverter IV is required to have such a con- 

10 struction that, when the switch control signal line is in 
the HZ-state, the output of the inverter also enters into 
the HZ-state. 

In the circuits shown in Figures 10A and 10B, 
only one switch control signal line is provided. Alter- 

15 natively, a plurality of switch control signal lines may 
be provided. In such a case, the construction of the 
transfer switches and the peripheral portion thereof 
should accordingly be changed. 

The above method can be applied to cases 

20 where, when the sampling storage capacitors Csp2 
and Csp3 are sufficiently larger than the sampling ca- 
pacitor Csp1 , the data (electric charge) used for a dis- 
play is temporarily stored in data (electric charge) 
storage means such as a capacitor, and then used as 

25 data again, so as to lower the power consumption. 
When the sampling storage capacitors Csp2 and 
Csp3 are not sufficiently larger than the sampling ca- 
pacitor Csp1, it is difficult to provide a display with 
good quality only using the data (electric charge) stor- 

30 ed in the storage means. Thus, it is necessary to write 
additional data so as to provide a display with good 
quality. However, even in this case, there exists an 
effect in that the power consumption can be sup- 
pressed by an amount corresponding to the data 

35 (electric charge) read out from the storage means. 

Figure 11 is a diagram showing a basic concept 
of a liquid crystal display apparatus in another exam- 
ple of the invention. In the liquid crystal display appa- 
ratus, after a display, the data (electric charge) used 

40 for the display or the like is transferred to another por- 
tion in which the power consumption is also sup- 
pressed. The liquid crystal display apparatus in- 
cludes a scanning signal line group A, a scanning sig- 
nal line B, and a signal line D. To the signal line D, ca- 

45 pacitors (load-capacitors) CA1 and CA2 are connect- 
ed via switches SWA1 and SWA2, respectively. The 
switches SWA1 and SWA2 selectively connect and 
disconnect the signal line D to and from the respec- 
tive capacitors. The states of the switches are control- 

50 led by the scanning signal line group A. Aswitch SWB 
(hereinafter referred to as a charge transfer switch) is 
provided in such a manner that one end thereof is 
connected between the switch SWA1 and the capac- 
itor CA1, an the other end is connected between the 

55 switch SWA2 and the capacitor CA2. The charge 
transfer switch SWB transfers data (electric charge) 
between the capacitors CA1 and CA2. The state of 
the charge transfer switch SWB is controlled by the 
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scanning signal line B. These switches can be con- 
structed, for example, by switching elements such as 
transistors. For comparison, in the conventional ap- 
paratus, the switch SWB was not provided, and the 
data fed through the signal line D was controlled by 
the scanning signal line group A and the switches 
SWA1 and SWA2, and written into the capacitors 
CA1 and CA2. 

The operation of the above-described liquid crys- 
tal display apparatus will be described. First, the 
switch SWA1 is made conductive (turned ON) by the 
scanning signal line group A, so that the data on the 
signal line D is written into the capacitor CA1. 

Next, in the state where electric charge (data) 
written in the capacitor CA1 is not required or is 
scarcely required in view of the function associated 
with the capacitor CA1 , the switch SWB is made con- 
ductive (turned ON), so that the data (electric charge) 
in the capacitor CA1 is transferred to the capacitor 
CA2. 

Thereafter, or at the same timing if possible, the 
switch SWA2 is made conductive (turned ON), so that 
the data (electric charge) on the signal line D is writ- 
ten into the capacitor CA2. As a result, the movement 
of electric charge from the signal line D which may oc- 
cur along with the writing of the data (electric charge) 
into the capacitor CA2 can be suppressed. Thus, the 
power consumption as a display apparatus can be 
lowered. 

In Figure 11, the capacitors CA1 and CA2 are 
connected to one and the same signal line D. Alterna- 
tively, the capacitors CA1 and CA2 may be connect- 
ed to different signal lines, respectively. The scanning 
signal line group A for controlling the states of the 
switches SWA1 and SWA2 does not necessarily in- 
clude a plurality of signal lines. There occurs no prob- 
lem even when the scanning signal line group A in- 
cludes only one signal line. In addition, the scanning 
signal line B is not necessarily a single line. There oc- 
curs no problem even when a plurality of scanning 
signal lines B are provided. Moreover, the scanning 
signal line group A and the scanning signal line B are 
not necessarily separately provided. One and the 
same scanning signal line can serve as the scanning 
signal line group A and the scanning signal line B. 

In Figure 11, the signal line D is used. Alternative 
to the signal line D, another line, for example a power 
supply line can be used. In such a case, as required, 
the capacitor may be substituted for another compo- 
nent such as a cell. 

The transfer of data (electric charge) for lowering 
the power consumption is not necessarily performed 
only between the capacitors. Alternatively, the data 
transfer may be performed, for example, between a 
capacitor and a signal line. The direction of the data 
(electric charge) transfer is not limited to one direc- 
tion. The data transfer may be performed bidirection- 
ally, for example, from the capacitor CA1 to the ca- 



pacitor CA2 and from the capacitor CA2 to the capac- 
itor CA1. 

The destination or the source of the charge trans- 
fer is not limited to one component For example, the 
5 capacitor CA1 may be a capacitor group including a 
plurality of capacitors. In addition, the charge transfer 
is not necessarily performed by one stage as shown 
in Figure 11 . Alternatively, the charge transfer can be 
performed by multiple stages. The above-mentioned 
10 notices are also applied to respective examples de- 
scribed below. 

In the liquid crystal display apparatus, an AC 
drive is usually performed so as to prevent the liquid 
crystal from deteriorating. For example, in the case of 
is so-called "frame and line inversion drive" which is 
generally used for driving an active matrix type liquid 
crystal display apparatus, data is preferably transfer- 
red in such a way as shown in Figure 12. 

Specifically, if data of positive polarity is written 
20 into the m-th line in the n-th field, data of negative po- 
larity is written into the (m+1)th line, data of positive 
polarity is written into the (m+2)th line, and data of 
negative polarity is written into the (m+3)th line. In the 
next field, i.e., in the (n+1)th field, the polarities of 
25 data written into respective lines are inverted from 
those in the n-th field. In the (n+1 )th field, data of neg- 
ative polarity is written into the m-th line, data of pos- 
itive polarity is written into the (m+1)th line, data of 
negative polarity is written into the (m+2)th line, and 
30 data of positive polarity is written into the (m+3)th line. 

In order to perform the scanning in such a man- 
ner, for example as shown by arrows (broken lines) in 
Figure 12, after the display of n-th field is finished and 
before the writing of the (n+1)th field, if the electric 
35 charge in the m-th line is transferred to the (m+1)th 
line, the electric charge in the (m+2)th line is transfer- 
red to the (m+3)th line, it is possible to lower the cur- 
rent consumption along with the writing of the (n+1)th 
field. That is, it is possible to realize an active matrix 
40 type display apparatus with low power consumption. 

Figure 13 is a diagram showing another example 
of the invention. In Figure 13, the reference letters Xm 
and Xm+1 denote scanning signal lines, and Yn and 
Yn+1 denote data signal lines. In the vicinity of the 
45 crossings of the scanning signal lines Xm and Xm+1 
and the data signal lines Yn and Yn+1, transistors 
TR7, TR8, TR9, and TR10 are disposed. In each of 
the transistors TR7, TR8, TR9, and TR10, the gate 
electrode is connected to the scanning signal lines 
so Xm and Xm+1 , and one of the source and drain elec- 
trodes is connected to the data signal lines Yn and 
Yn+1. The other of the source and drain electrodes 
is connected to liquid crystal capacitors (capacitors 
having capacitances between pixel electrodes and 
55 counter electrodes, hereinafter referred to as LC ca- 
pacitors) Cp2, Cp3, Cp4, and Cp5, and connected to 
storage capacitors Cs2, Cs3, Cs4, and Cs5 which are 
additionally used as required. 
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A charge transfer switch SW5 is connected be- 
tween the other electrode of the transistor TR7 and 
the other electrode of the transistor TR9, and a 
charge transfer switch SW6 is connected between 
the other electrode of the transistor TR8 and the other 
electrode of the transistor TR10. 

The switches SW5 and SW6 are switches for 
moving data (electric charges) between pixels. If the 
data (electric charge) is required to be transferred be- 
tween pixels, the switches are made conductive 
(turned ON) by a switch control signal fed through a 
switch control signal line. For example, as is shown 
in Figure 14, after the display of pixel having the LC 
capacitor Cp2 is finished, the switch control signal is 
made "H", so that the switch SW5 is made conductive 
(turned ON). Thus, the electric charge is transferred 
between the LC capacitor Cp2 and the LC capacitor 
Cp4. Then, the switch SW5 is made non-conductive 
(turned OFF), the writing into the LC capacitor Cp2 is 
performed, and successively the writing into the LC 
capacitor Cp4 is performed. In the case where the 
data signal lines for applying data signals to the LC 
capacitor Cp2 and the LC capacitor Cp4 are different 
from each other, the writing to the LC capacitor Cp2 
and the writing to the LC capacitor Cp4 may be simul- 
taneously performed. 

In this example, as is shown in Figure 1 3, all pairs 
of pixels adjacent to each other via the same scanning 
signal line Xm or Xm+1 are connected via the charge 
transfer switches SW5 and SW6 in a similar way. Al- 
ternatively, as is shown in Figure 15, respective pairs 
of pixels adjacent to each other via different scanning 
signal lines Xm, Xm+1, Xm+2, and Xm+3 may be 
connected via charge transfer switches SW7, SW8, 
SW9, and SW10. In such a case, the charge transfer 
switches SW7, SW8, SW9, and SW10 are controlled 
by switch control signal lines SCm, SCm+1, SCm+2, 
and SCm+3, respectively. In Figure 15, the reference 
letters P1, P2, etc. denote pixels each including a pix- 
el driving element, a liquid crystal capacitor, and the . 
like. 

Furthermore, as is shown in Figure 16, another 
connection example can be adopted. In this example, 
the scanning signal lines Xm, Xm+1, Xm+2, and 
Xm+3 also function as switch control signal lines. 
That is, the scanning signal line Xm+1 transfers a sig- 
nal to write the data into a pixel P10, a transfer switch 
SW12 thereby becomes conductive. The transfer 
switch SW12 is provided in such a manner that one 
terminal thereof is connected to a pixel P11 connect- 
ed to the scanning signal line Xm+2 and the other ter- 
minal is connected to a pixel P12 connected to the 
scanning signal line Xm+3. 

As examples of a construction of a charge trans- 
fer switch which performs data transfer between pix- 
els, constructions shown in Figures 17A, 17B, and 
17C can be adopted. Figure 17A shows an example 
using a p-channel transistor or n-channel transistor 



controlled by a switch control signal. Figure 17B 
shows an example in which such transistors are con- 
nected in series. Figure 17C shows an example using 
a transistor having a CMOS structure controlled by a 
5 switch control signal 1 and a switch control signal 2. 

As described above, in the constructions descri- 
bed with reference to Figures 13 to 17C, the charge 
transfer is performed for each pixel u niL Alternatively, 
the charge transfer may be performed by each scan- 
to ning signal unit. 

Figure 18 is a diagram showing a construction in 
the case where the charge transfer is performed by 
each scanning signal line unit. In this case, a charge 
transfer switch SW is not provided between pixels. 
is The construction itself is the same as the convention- 
al construction shown in Figure 23, but the operation 
of the scanning signal line is different from the con- 
ventional case. 

Figure 19 is a diagram for explaining an exem- 
20 plary driving of the circuit shown in Figure 18. In this 
case, the respective transistors TR7, TR8, TR9, 
TR10, TR11, and TR12 enter into the active state 
when respective gate signals fed through the scan- 
ning signal lines Xm, Xm+1, and Xm+2 are at the H 
25 level. 

First, in the present field, image data is transfer- 
red to the pixel capacitor (storage capacitor Cs2 and 
the LC capacitor Cp2, and storage capacitor Cs3 and 
the LC capacitor Cp3) of the pixel portion connected 

30 to the scanning signal line Xm. In the meantime, elec- 
tric charge (data signal) having a first polarity (posi- 
tive) transferred during the previous field, has been 
stored in the pixel capacitor (storage capacitor Cs4 
and the LC capacitor Cp4) of the pixel portion (first 

35 pixel portion) connected to the scanning signal line 
Xm+1. On the other hand, electric charge (data sig- 
nal) having a second polarity (negative) transferred 
during the previous field, has been stored in the pixel 
capacitor (storage capacitor Cs6 and the LC capaci- 

40 tor Cp6) of the pixel portion (second pixel portion) 
connected to the scanning signal line Xm+2. The step 
in which the charge is transferred from the data signal 
line to the pixel capacitor (Cs4 and Cp4) of the first 
pixel portion, refers to a first step. The step in which 

45 the charge is transferred from the data signal line to 
the pixel capacitor (Cs6 and Cp6) of the second pixel 
portion, refers to a second step. The first polarity and 
the second polarity can be negative and positive, re- 
spectively. 

so Next, in the present field, the pixel capacitor of 

the first pixel portion is electrically connected to the 
pixel capacitor of the second pixel portion (refers to a 
third step). In the third step, the scanning signal lines 
Xm+1 and Xm+2 are set at the "H" state. As a result, 

55 the pixel capacitor (Cs4 and Cp4) of the first pixel por- 
tion and the pixel capacitor (Cs6 and Cp6) of the sec- 
ond pixel portion are electrically connected each 
other, thereby electric charges move between them. 
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Thereafter, only the scanning signal line Xm+1 is 
set at the "H" state, and data is written into the pixel 
capacitor of the first pixel portion. In this stage, elec- 
tric charge having the second polarity is stored in the 
pixel capacitor (Cs4 and Cp4) of the first pixel portion. 
Since charges having the second polarity have been 
moved to the first pixel portion from the second pixel 
portion in the third step, the amount of electric charg- 
es provided to the first pixel portion for displaying is 
reduced. As a result, the power consumption of the 
apparatus can be lowered. 

The driving waveforms for the scanning signal 
lines are not limited to those shown in Figure 19. Al- 
ternatively, the scanning signal lines are driven by 
signals having other waveforms. For example, the 
data writing period and the period for transferring data 
between pixels can be separately set as shown in Fig- 
ure 19. Alternatively, these periods are successively 
set as required. 

The present invention can be applied to both a re- 
flection type display apparatus and a transmission 
type display apparatus. When the present invention 
is applied to the reflection type display apparatus, as 
is shown in Figure 20, it is possible to provide data 
storage means, a switching circuit, and the like over 
an entire region under a reflective electrode which is 
disposed on a side opposite to the display side with 
a liquid crystal layer as a display medium interposed 
therebetween. When the present invention is applied 
to the transmission type display apparatus, as shown 
in Figure 21, it is necessary to provide data storage 
means, a switching circuit, and the like under a light 
shielding film indicated by hatching, so that the open- 
ing ration may disadvantageous^ be reduced. For ex- 
ample, consider a display apparatus in which the 
width across corners is 5 inches and the number of 
pixels is 480 (V) x 640 (H) x 3 (RGB). An area of a por- 
tion constituting the data storage means, the switch- 
ing circuit, or the like is required to be about 160 ^m 
x about 53 urn in the reflection type, but an area al- 
lowed for the formation is large, so that there occurs 
no problem. On the contrary, in the transmission 
type, if it is assumed that the opening ratio is about 
55%, an area of a portion constituting the data stor- 
age means, the switching circuit or the like is about 
4620 urn 2 (about 68 u x about 68 urn). Thus, the fol- 
lowing special consideration is required for the forma- 
tion of the apparatus. 

As an example, a liquid crystal display apparatus 
is described. In the case where an amorphous silicon 
TFT (thin film transistor) is formed on a glass sub- 
strate which is now mainly used, the size of the TFT 
element is large, so that the space in which a switch- 
ing circuit and the like is limited to some extent. On 
the other hand, in the case where a TFT is formed in 
a polycrystalline silicon film or a single crystal silicon 
substrate or the like, the device size can be reduced. 
This provides an excess space for the formation of the 



switching circuit and the like, and the circuit configur- 
ation under the pixels can be desirably selected. 

Figures 20 and 21 each merely show one exem- 
plary construction. The construction and the material 

5 can be varied. For example, in Figure 20, the reflec- 
tive electrode is made of Al. Alternatively, the reflec- 
tive electrode may be made of Mo, Ta, or the like with- 
out causing any problems. 

In the case of the transmission type, if the capac- 

10 itor is constituted as data storage means, and the ca- 
pacitor is made of a transmission type dielectric, the 
pixel portion can be effectively utilized. Figure 22 
shows one example. Specifically, a liquid crystal lay- 
er 20 is provided between a pixel electrode 21 and a 

15 counter electrode 22, so as to constitute a display 
section. In addition, the counter electrode which func- 
tions as one of electrodes of the capacitor and an 
electrode which functions as the other electrode of 
the capacitor are disposed so as to face each other. 

20 A dielectric layer 23 is disposed therebetween, so as 
to constitute a capacitor section. 

The configuration of the electrodes 21, 22, and 
24 is not limited to the specific one shown in Figure 
22, but may be varied. For example, two counter elec- 

25 trodes 22 are provided. One electrode functions as 
an electrode of the capacitor, and the other functions 
as a counter electrode. Alternatively, the electrode 
which is adjacent to the electrode 24 for the capacitor 
may be the pixel electrode 21. In Figure 22, other 

30 components such as a substrate are not shown. How- 
ever, it is appreciated that such other components 
can be additionally provided as required. 

Hereinabove, the method for reducing the power 
consumption has been described. However, only ba- 

35 sic constructions are described in the above exam- 
ples. It is appreciated that the above examples can be 
modified or combined as desired, without causing 
any problems. 

Various other modifications will be apparent to 

40 and can be readily made by those skilled in the art 
without departing from the scope and spirit of this in- 
vention. Accordingly, it is not intended that the scope 
of the claims appended hereto be limited to the de- 
scription as set forth herein, but rather that the claims 

45 be broadly construed. 



Claims 

so 1. An active matrix type image display apparatus 
comprising: a plurality of data signal lines; a plur- 
ality of scanning signal lines crossing the plurality 
of data signal lines; and a plurality of pixel por- 
tions disposed in a matrix in areas enclosed by 

55 the plurality of data signal lines and the plurality 

of scanning signal lines, wherein each of the plur- 
ality of pixel portions includes: 

a pixel capacitor for storing electric charge 
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supplied from at least one of the plurality of data 
signal lines, to display an image; 

storage means connected to the pixel ca- 
pacitor, and 

switching means which alternately selects 
one between an operation for electrically con- 
necting the pixel capacitor to the storage means 
and an operation for electrically disconnecting 
the pixel capacitor from the storage means. 

2. An image display apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein the switching means electrically con- 
nects at least one of the data signal lines to the 
pixel capacitor at a predetermined period. 

3. An image display apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein the storage means has a first capacitor 
and a second capacitor. 

4. An image display apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein the switching means receives a first con- 
trol signal and a second control signal from at 
least one of the plurality of scanning signal lines, 
the switching means electrically connecting the 
pixel capacitor to the first capacitor when the first 
control signal is received, and the switching 
means electrically connecting the pixel capacitor 
to the second capacitor when the second control 
signal is received. 

5. An image display apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein the switching means receives both the 
first control signal and the second control signal 
at least once in the predetermined period. 

6. An image display apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein the switchino means receives a first con- 
trol signal and a second control signal from at 
least one of the plurality of scanning signal lines, 
the switching means transferring electric charge 
having a positive polarity from the pixel capacitor 
to the storage means when the first control signal 
is received, and the switching means transferring 
electric charge having a negative polarity from 
the pixel capacitor to the storage means when the 
second control signal is received. 

7. An image display apparatus according to claim 6, 
wherein the switching means receives both the 
first control signal and the second control signal 
at least once in the predetermined period. 

8. An image display apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein the pixel capacitor includes a liquid crys- 
tal capacitor having liquid crystal and a pair of 
electrodes disposed with the liquid crystal inter- 
posed therebetween, and a storage capacitor 
disposed in parallel with the liquid crystal capac- 



9. An active matrix type image display apparatus 
comprising: a plurality of data signal lines; sam- 

5 pling circuits for supplying image signals to the 

plurality of data signal lines; a plurality of scan- 
ning signal lines crossing the plurality of data sig- 
nal lines; and a plurality of pixel portions disposed 
in a matrix in areas enclosed by the plurality of 

10 data signal lines and the plurality of scanning sig- 

nal lines, wherein each of the sampling circuits in- 
cludes: 

a sampling capacitor for storing electric 
charge corresponding to the image signal; 
15 storage means for storing at least part of 

the electric charge stored in the sampling capac- 
itor; and 

switching means which selects one be- 
tween an operation for supplying at least part of 
20 the electric charge stored in the sampling capac- 

itor to the storage means and an operation for 
supplying at least part of the electric charge stor- 
ed in the storage means to the sampling capaci- 
tor. 

25 

10. An image display apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein the storage means includes a first ca- 
pacitor and a second capacitor. 

30 11. An image display apparatus according to claim 
10, wherein the switching means selects one be- 
tween an operation for transferring electric 
charge having a positive polarity between the 
sampling capacitor and the first capacitor and an 

35 operation for transferring electric charge having 

a negative polarity between the sampling capac- 
itor and the second capacitor. 

12. An active matrix type image display apparatus 
40 comprising: a plurality of data signal lines; a plur- 
ality of scanning signal lines crossing the plurality 
of data signal lines; and a plurality of pixel por- 
tions disposed in a matrix in areas enclosed by 
the plurality of data signal lines and the plurality 

45 of scanning signal lines, 

wherein each of the plurality of pixel por- 
tions includes a pixel capacitor for storing electric 
charge supplied from at least one of the plurality 
of data signal lines, to display an image, and 

so the image display apparatus includes 

switching means which can electrically connect 
the pixel capacitor of a first pixel portion of the 
plurality of pixel portions to the pixel capacitor of 
a second pixel portion adjacent to the first pixel 

55 portion. 

13. An image display apparatus according to claim 
12, further comprising at least one control signal 
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line, wherein the switching means electrically 
connects the pixel capacitor of the first pixel por- 
tion to the pixel capacitor of the second pixel por- 
tion, according to a control signal received from 
the control signal line. 5 

14. An image display apparatus according to claim 
12, wherein the pixel capacitor includes a liquid 
crystal capacitor having liquid crystal and a pair 

of electrodes disposed with the liquid crystal in- 10 
terposed therebetween, and a storage capacitor 
disposed in parallel with the liquid crystal capac- 
itor. 

15. An image displaying method used in conjunction is 
with an active matrix type image display appara- 
tus including a plurality of data signal lines, and 

a plurality of pixel portions disposed in a matrix, 
each of the plurality of pixel portions having a pix- 
el capacitor for storing electric charge to display 20 
an image, the method comprising: 

a first step of supplying electric charge 
corresponding to image data to a pixel capacitor 
of a first pixel portion of the plurality of pixel por- 
tions, via one of the plurality of data signal lines; 25 

a second step of supplying electric charge 
corresponding to image data to a pixel capacitor 
of a second pixel portion of the plurality of pixel 
portions, via one of the plurality of data signal 
lines; 30 

a third step of electrically connecting the 
pixel capacitor of the first pixel portion to the pixel 
capacitor of the second pixel portion. 

16. An image displaying method according to claim 35 
15, wherein the first step is a step of supplying 
electric charge having a first polarity to the pixel 
capacitor of the first pixel portion, and the second 
step is a step of supplying electric charge having 

a second polarity, which is different from the first 40 
polarity, to the pixel capacitor of the second pixel 
portion. 
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FIG.1 
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FIG. 3 A 

.11 



( 



S1 





Cs1 



S2 




Cp1 



J L 



S3 



Scanning 
signal lines 

c 

b 




C1 



Tc2 



J 



FIG. 3B 



Pixcel portion 



Scanning 
signal lines 

b 




Pixcel portion 



17 



EP 0 631 271 A1 



FIG. 4 A 
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FIG. 5 
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FIG. 6 
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FIG. 7 A 
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FIG. 8 A 
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FIG. 9 
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FIG. 10 A 
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FIG. 11 
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FIG. 17 A 
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FIG. 18 
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FIG. 19 
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